258      ABOUT CATHERINE DEJ MEDICI.
" The proofs are upstairs in my closet, whither I begged you to follow me when we parted last night, but you had other projects. Within a month, if we do not take a high hand, your fate will be that of Charles the Simple."
" Within a month!9? exclaimed Charles, amazed at the coincidence of this period with the term fixed by the princes that very night. " In a month we shall be the masters," thought he to himself, repeating their words. " You have proofs, Madame? " he asked aloud.
" They are unimpeachable, Monsieur; they are supplied by my daughter Marguerite. Terrified by the probable outcome of such a coalition, in spite of her weakness for your brother d'Ale^on, the throne of the Valois lay, for once, nearer to her heart than all her amours. She asks indeed, as the reward of her revelation, that la Mole shall go scot free; but that popinjay seems to me to be a rogue we ought to get rid of, as well as the Comte de Coconnas, your brother d'Alenfon's right-hand man. As to the Prince cle Conde, that boy would agree to anything so long as I may be flung into the river; I do not know if that is his idea of a handsome return on his wedding-day for the pretty wife I got him.
" This is a serious matter, Monsieur. You spoke of predictions ! I know of one which says that the Bourbons will possess the throne of the Valois; and if we do not take care, it will be fulfilled. Do not be vexed with your sister, she has acted well in this matter.
" My son," she went on, after a pause, with an assumption of tenderness in her tone, " many evil-minded persons, in the interest of the Guises, want to sow dissension between you and me, though we are the only two persons in the realm whose interests are identical. Reflect. You blame yourself now, I know, for Saint-Bartholomew's night; you blame me for persuading you to it. But Catholicism, Monsieur, ought to be the bond of Spain, France, and Italy, three nations which by a secretly and skillfully worked scheme may, in the course of time, be united under the House of Valois. Do not forfeit your chances by letting the cord slip which